
City of Mascoutah 
Annual Drinking Water Quality Report 2004 

Introduction 
Education & Informational Statement 

 
This report is intended to provide you with important information about your drinking water and the efforts made by 
the MASCOUTAH water system to provide safe drinking water.  The source of drinking water used by MASCOUTAH 
is Purchase Water. 
 

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water system, please contact Larry Rasch at (618) 566-
4902 or (618) 779-2238.   
 

This year, as in years past, your tap water met all USEPA and state drinking water health standards.  This report 
summarizes the quality of water that we provided last year, including details about where your water comes from, what 
it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies. 
 

All surface water we sell is treated from the Kaskaskia River and is purchased from the Summerfield, Lebanon, and 
Mascoutah Water Commissions.  It is pumped into the ground storage tank located at Railway and Oak Street when we 
receive it from S.L.M.  From that point it is pumped into our distribution system and the elevated tower located on 6th 
Street in Scheve Park. 
 

Due to numerous farms in the area, it is more likely that certain contaminants could be detected in our supply.  
Herbicides such as atrazine, are classified as synthetic organic chemicals, and are used by area farmers.  Another 
possibility of contamination comes from heavy usage of volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water run off and septic 
systems. 
 

The SLM Water Commissions performs many tests every year as well as the City of Mascoutah to ensure levels of 
contaminants remains below recommended levels. 
 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDs or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at 
risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  
USEPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available from the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800) 426-4791. 
 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants.   The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  More 
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline (800) 426-4791. 
 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it can dissolve naturally 
occurring minerals and radioactive materials, and pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or human 
activity.  Possible contaminants consist of: 
 

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; 
Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, which may be naturally occurring or result from urban storm 
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming; 
Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water 
runoff, and residential uses; 
Organic Chemical Contaminate, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of 
industrial processes and petroleum production, and may also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff 
and septic systems; and 
Radioactive Contaminants, which may be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and 
mining activities. 

 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled 
water, which must provide the same protection for public health. 
 

The next pages are copies of the 2004 Water Quality Data given to us by our supplier, the SLM Water Commission, 
and City of Mascoutah Water Distribution System.  If you have any questions in regards to SLM’s Water Quality 
Report, call Randy Feldt at (618) 566-7100.  No contaminant violations were recorded for the 
City of Mascoutah water supply during the CCR Reporting Period.   
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