City of Mascoutah

city council minutes

#3 West Main Street

Mascoutah, IL 62258-2030

MARCH 16, 2020
The minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Mascoutah.

PUBLIC HEARING – FY20/21 BUDGET

Mayor Gerald Daugherty called the public hearing to order at 6:30 p.m.

Present:  

Mayor Gerald Daugherty and Council members John Weyant, Pat McMahan, Michael Baker, and Walter Battas.

Absent:

None.

Other Staff Present:

City Manager Brad Myers, Assistant City Manager Kari Speir, City Engineer Tom Quirk, Fire Chief Joe Zinck.

Mayor stated that this public hearing is to consider and review the proposed Fiscal Year 2020/2021 budget for the City of Mascoutah.

City Manager provided an overview of the proposed budget.

Council Discussion:

None.

Public Comments:

None.

There being no further questions or comments from the Council, Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:42 p.m.

PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

City prayer was delivered by Assistant City Manager Kari Speir.  The Council remained standing and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gerald Daugherty called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Present:  Mayor Gerald Daugherty and Council members John Weyant, Pat McMahan, Michael Baker, and Walter Battas.
Absent:  None.
Other Staff Present:  City Manager Brad Myers, Assistant City Manager Kari Speir, City Attorney Al Paulson, Fire Chief Joe Zinck, Finance Coordinator Lynn Weidenbenner, City Engineer Tom Quirk, Police Chief Scott Waldrup and EMS Supervisor Jeremy Gottschammer.
Establishment of a Quorum:  A quorum of City Council members was present.

AMEND AGENDA

None.
MINUTES

The minutes of the March 2, 2020 regular City Council meeting were presented and approved as presented.  The minutes of the March 2, 2020 City Council budget workshop were presented and approved as presented.  The minutes of the March 2, 2020 Executive Session meeting were presented and approved as presented.
Motion passed.  Passed by unanimous yes voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Fire Chief Joe Zinck – March 2020 report was provided.

Police Chief Scott Waldrup – March 2020 report was provided.
Finance Coordinator Lynn Weidenbenner – Monthly financials provided.

Public Works Director Jesse Carlton – Absent – March 2020 building report provided.

City Engineer Tom Quirk – Status report on public projects was provided.
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor
Attended the following meetings and functions:  Chamber meeting, Economic Development Commission meeting, meeting with SIUE regarding collaborative community program, change of command ceremony at Scott AFB, meeting with Steve Wilke regarding an easement, Military Affairs Committee meeting at Scott AFB.
City Council
Weyant – Nothing to report.
McMahan – Nothing to report.
Baker – Nothing to report.
Battas – Nothing to report.
City Manager 
Attended the following meetings and functions:  East-West Gateway meeting for Great Streets Initiative, TIF Joint Review Board meeting, meeting with school district regarding solar options.
City Attorney – The courts have closed regarding civil matters, misdemeanor cases, traffic cases, etc. until after April 10th; will only be conducting emergency criminal cases.
City Clerk – Nothing to Report.
COUNCIL BUSINESS
CONSENT CALENDAR (OMNIBUS)

The February 2020 Fund Balance Report and Claims & Salaries Report were provided under the omnibus consideration.

Baker moved, seconded by Battas, to accept all items under Omnibus consideration.

Motion passed.  AYE’s – Weyant, McMahan, Baker, Battas, Daugherty.  NAY’s – none.

BUDGET 20/21 PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE (FIRST READING)
City Manager presented report for Council consideration of approval and adoption of the City’s FY20/21 Budget.

First reading.  No action required.

CODE CHANGE – ELECTRIC, WATER & SEWER RATES (FIRST READING)
City Manager presented report for Council consideration of approval of revisions to Chapter 11 – Electric System and Chapter 38 – Water and Sewer Rates of the City Code by adoption of ordinance.

Councilman Baker asked if this increase was to bank money for the future plant and why not wait until the plant is finished before raising rates.  Finance Coordinator stated that the City could not obtain the IEPA loan without increasing the rates.

First reading.  No action required.

CODE CHANGE – CEMETERY CODE (SECOND READING)
City Manager presented report for Council consideration of approval of revisions to Chapter 9 – Cemeteries of the City Code by adoption of ordinance.

Baker moved, seconded by Weyant, to approve and adopt Ordinance No. 20-05, thereby modifying Chapter 9 – Cemeteries.

Motion passed.  AYE’s – Weyant, McMahan, Baker, Battas, Daugherty.  NAY’s – none.

BID AWARD – CEMETERY MOWING
City Manager presented report for Council consideration of approval and authorization of bid for furnishing all labor, equipment and means for the mowing of the Mascoutah City Cemetery.

McMahan moved, seconded by Weyant, to approve the low bid for furnishing all labor, equipment and means for the mowing of the Mascoutah City Cemetery to Kurtis Clay in the amount of $1,285.00 per grass cutting for the approximate time period of April 1, 2020 to October 31, 2020 and authorize appropriate officials to execute the necessary documents.

Motion passed.  AYE’s – Weyant, McMahan, Baker, Battas, Daugherty.  NAY’s – none.

BID AWARD – FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE PURCHASE
City Manager presented report for Council consideration of approval and authorization of bid for the purchase of one vehicle for the Fire Department.

Battas moved, seconded by McMahan, to approve the purchase in the amount of $31,450.00 to Bergkoetter’s Chevrolet-Buick of St. Libory, IL for furnishing a 2020 Chevy Silverado Pickup Truck and authorize appropriate officials to execute the necessary documents.

Motion passed.  AYE’s – Weyant, McMahan, Baker, Battas, Daugherty.  NAY’s – none.

BID AWARD – 1-TON DUMP TRUCK
City Manager presented report for Council consideration of approval and authorization of bid for the purchase of a 1-Ton Dump Truck.

Weyant moved, seconded by Baker, to approve the bid for the 1-Ton Dump Truck with additional cab steps to Dave Sinclair Ford of St. Louis, MO in the amount of $53,164.00 and authorize appropriate officials to execute the necessary documents.

Motion passed.  AYE’s – Weyant, McMahan, Baker, Battas, Daugherty.  NAY’s – none.

BID AWARD – CITY HALL MARQUEE
City Manager presented report for Council consideration of approval and authorization of bid for the purchase of a new marquee for City Hall.

Councilman Baker asked about the 5 year warranty with the current sign and why the attorney was not involved. City Manager stated that we would spend more on attorney fees than what sign is worth.  City Manager explained how he talked to the guy who sold us the current sign three times and have tried to get him out here to look at it with no luck; it was a pieced together mess of a sign which we are told we can’t even get parts for anymore.  

Councilman Baker stated that he is not convinced we need a new sign or even a sign at all because we do post information on the website, Facebook and front door.  Councilman Baker expressed the need to spend money on more useful things like sidewalks.
McMahan moved, seconded by Weyant, to approve the bid from Sikorski Signs of Belleville, IL for the purchase of a 16mm LED Watchfire Message Board in the amount of $32,842.00 and authorize appropriate officials to execute the necessary documents.

Motion passed.  AYE’s – Weyant, McMahan, Daugherty.  NAY’s – Baker, Battas.

ENGINEERING SERVICES – NORTH LEBANON STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
City Manager presented report for Council consideration of approval of an Engineering Services Agreement with TWM, Inc. for the design, preparation of plans and specifications, and bidding assistance for the North Lebanon Street Improvements Project.

Mayor asked why this project; is it on the top of the list.  City Engineer stated that it is priority on the list and are taking advantage of other streets that cross Lebanon to knock out a bigger chunk at a time.

Mayor asked if we will have to ask for IDOT approval since this touches Jefferson.  City Engineer stated that projects of this caliber are usually much easier to get the required permits and there shouldn’t be as much hold up.
Councilman Battas asked if some of the streets will be wider.  City Engineer stated that yes some streets will be wider and some ditches will be filled in.

Councilman Baker asked about completion date.  City Engineer stated that we are looking to bid for construction in January 2021, construction starting in spring and project being complete by 2022.
Battas moved, seconded by McMahan, to approve a contract with TWM, Inc. for engineering services in the amount of $129,800.00 for the design, preparation of plans and specifications, and bidding assistance for the North Lebanon Street Improvements Project and authorize appropriate City officials to execute the necessary documents.

Motion passed.  AYE’s – Weyant, McMahan, Baker, Battas, Daugherty.  NAY’s – none.

COUNCIL – MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

Councilman Baker asked about halting penalties and disconnects per the ICC recommendations.  City Manager stated that yes that has been implemented.  Assistant City Manager stated that information was provided today to the community along with the other updates.
CITY MANAGER – MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
City Manager provided information regarding steps the City is taking in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Joe Zinck – Provided information regarding the pickup truck; will be used by all members of the department to transfer equipment to fire calls, will be housed at the firehouse, could also be used to send members to training, membership of the department will be providing the outfitting for the truck.
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.

MISCELLANEOUS OR FINAL ACTIONS

None.

ADJOURNMENT

McMahan moved, seconded by Battas, to adjourn at 7:57 p.m.

Motion passed.  Motion passed by unanimous yes voice vote.
______________________________
Melissa A Schanz, City Clerk
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